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minority leader is in a position to 
speak for enough of us on this side that 
we could get cloture. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH APPRO-
PRIATIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 
1996 

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the bill. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1827 TO AMENDMENT NO. 1825 
Mr. EXON. So, with those comments, 

Mr. President, I send an amendment to 
the desk in the second degree and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

The Senator from Nebraska [Mr. EXON] for 
Mrs. MURRAY proposes an amendment num-
bered 1827 to amendment No. 1825, 

Strike all after the first word and insert: 
‘‘None of the funds made available in this 
Act may be used for any program for the se-
lection of Federal Government contractors 
when such program results in the award of 
Federal contracts to unqualified persons, in 
reverse discrimination, or in quotas, or is in-
consistent with the decision of the Supreme 
Court of the United States in Aderand Con-
structors, Inc. v. Pena on June 12, 1995. This 
section shall be effective one day after en-
actment.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas. 

Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REGULATORY REFORM 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
would just like to talk, again, about 
regulatory reform. We have been dis-
cussing, on this floor, who killed regu-
latory reform. But the rank and file 
small business person out in America 
knows one thing for sure. Regulatory 
reform just died in the U.S. Senate and 
the small business person who has been 
looking for relief so he or she would be 
able to grow and prosper and create the 
new jobs that keep our economy vital 
are not going to have that opportunity 
because we have not done the job we 
said we would do to try to get the har-
assment of Federal regulations off the 
backs of our small business people. 

We have been working on this bill for 
10 days. There are hundreds of amend-
ments still left on the bill that we 
failed to get cloture on once again. We 
have had three cloture votes. What is it 
going to take? We have been in rooms 
meeting, talking about the issues that 
were raised. But the bottom line is, in 
10 days of intense negotiations, floor 
debate, working on this bill, we have 
failed and the small business people of 
our country especially are going to un-

derstand that we did not get regulatory 
reform. And when 54 out of 54 Repub-
licans voted for it to go forward, I 
think they are going to figure out who 
wanted regulatory reform. 

We just passed bills that open trade 
in the world: NAFTA, GATT, so we 
would have the opportunities to com-
pete. But our business people cannot 
compete when they are so saddled with 
regulations that they have to add costs 
to their product because of the regula-
tions and, therefore, the product will 
not sell in the international market-
place because it is priced too high. 
That is the bottom line. That is why it 
hurts the ability to create jobs in this 
country, when we have so many regula-
tions that our businesses are spending 
money in lawsuits and regulatory com-
pliance and they cannot put the money 
where it needs to be, and that is trying 
to make their product better, giving 
jobs to people to create the products 
and being able to sell those products 
anywhere in the world because we can 
be competitive. 

So, Mr. President, something died 
here today and I do not think the small 
business people of our country are 
going to be asking who did it. But they 
are going to know that their regu-
latory burdens are not going to be lift-
ed. 

Mr. President, that is a pretty sad 
message to have to send to the small 
business people of this country. We 
cannot let regulatory reform die like 
this, by two votes. It would be uncon-
scionable. So I hope the Democrats will 
get together, and I hope they will say 
the rhetoric is real and say what we 
can really do to take away the 300 
amendments that are now pending on 
the bill. And if they are serious, they 
can do something about it. 

Several Senators addressed the 
Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky. 

Mr. FORD. Mr. President, let me just 
say, I have been listening to all this 
back and forth. I think it is part of the 
process. It does not bother me too 
much. But I listened to my constitu-
ents. One Senator gets up and says it 
this way. Another Senator gets up and 
says no, it is this way and you are 
wrong. No, you are wrong. 

Somebody has to be right and some-
body has to be wrong. I learned from 
the other side of the aisle how to file 
amendments. They bring them in here 
100 at a time, you know? They taught 
us how to put the amendments on. Now 
we get accused of having a few amend-
ments out. We talk about NAFTA. 
Something happened to NAFTA in the 
House because they cut off the ability 
to help Mexico by eliminating the 
funding. 

The Democrats did not do that, Re-
publicans did. There is a scenario going 
here, bouncing back and forth like a 
ping-pong ball. I think it is time every-
body understand we do not intend to 
let this bill die. That is No. 1. 

No. 2, we want to continue to talk. I 
have been here day and night. I do not 

think any of the Senators have had to 
spend the night here recently. Get the 
cots. The Senator from Texas probably 
remembers all-night sessions. You 
know, it gets to be an interesting occa-
sion. It is awfully hard to keep some-
body on the floor. It is awfully hard to 
get any kind of rest, but we have been 
here all night. Recently we have not 
done that. That is the debate of this in-
stitution. 

So when you start badmouthing each 
other around here, I do not think it 
helps anyone. It just hardens the situa-
tion. I think we ought to continue to 
talk, continue to work. We want to 
make as good a bill as we possibly can. 

I have never heard in any of the re-
marks tonight what it does to individ-
uals. What does it do to the general 
public? What does it do to the worker? 
What are these things we are trying to 
do here now? 

I hear nothing about big business. 
Big business had a 14-percent increase 
in profits the first quarter and indi-
vidual hourly wages went down. Some-
thing is going well out there, if they 
are making that kind of money. Some-
how we have to come together and 
think about the individual and working 
with the companies. 

Mr. President, I had not intended to 
make any remarks. I do not normally 
make many speeches on the Senate 
floor. But I just think this knocking 
each other out here, just hardens the 
situation. It creates gridlock, to come 
out here and get accused of things. We 
do what we think is best. I do not al-
ways win. I am having a hard time win-
ning anything right now. But I under-
stand the procedure. I was here for 6 
years when the Republicans were in the 
majority in the Senate before. I went 
from majority to minority. Then all of 
a sudden we got it back again. We are 
back someplace else. 

So it is the system, and the system is 
debate. The system is talking. The sys-
tem is communicating. The system is 
doing the best job you can, and you 
have to have something that you really 
believe in. And when you vote for it, 
you voted on the best piece of legisla-
tion that can be proposed to this insti-
tution. Sure, we have disagreements. 
That is what it is all about. That is 
what the committee system is all 
about. We do basically the same thing 
in committees that we do on the Sen-
ate floor. We listen to witnesses. We 
make up our mind. We offer amend-
ments. We vote on amendments, and 
we vote the legislation up or down to 
send it to the Senate floor. That is part 
of the system. Then we do it basically 
again. It goes through the mill several 
times before it goes to the President 
for signature. 

This is not a stealth Congress. A 
stealth Congress is to do it real quick 
and get rid of it before you get some-
one to jump on you or before the phone 
starts ringing off the hook, before peo-
ple start sending out letters. Stealth 
Congress is do it quick and get it over 
with. 
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